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	Sample: n = 700 parents of 12-17 year-olds

 700 12-17 year-olds

Interviewing dates: 09.19.07 – 11.16.07
Margin of error is plus or minus 5 percentage points for results based on total parents [n=700]

Margin of error is plus or minus 5 percentage points for results based on total teens [n=700]

Margin of error is plus or minus 5 percentage points for results based on internet teens [n=664]

Margin of error is plus or minus 5 percentage points for results based on teens who write for school [n=697]

Margin of error is plus or minus 5 percentage points for results based on teens who do personal writing [n=657]


PARENT INTERVIEW:

Q1a
Do you use the internet, at least occasionally? 

Q1b
Do you send or receive email, at least occasionally?

	
	total parents
	
	Oct/Nov

2006

	OCT/Nov 2004

	dec 2000


	%
	87
	Yes
	87
	80
	87

	
	13
	No
	13
	20
	13

	
	0
	Don’t know/Refused 
	0
	0
	0

	
	[n=700]
	
	[n=935]
	[n=1,100]
	[n=754]


Q2
I have a few questions about your [AGE]-year old [boy/girl].  First, what grade is (he/she) in at school?

	
	total parents
	
	Oct/Nov

2006
	oct/nov 2004

	%
	1
	Fifth grade
	*
	1

	
	3
	Sixth grade
	6
	6

	
	16
	Seventh grade
	16
	14

	
	17
	Eighth grade
	16
	17

	
	19
	Ninth grade
	18
	17

	
	16
	Tenth grade
	18
	19

	
	17
	Eleventh grade
	14
	15

	
	11
	Twelfth grade
	12
	11

	
	1
	Refused
	1
	*


Q3
What type of school does your [AGE]-year old [boy/girl] attend – a public school, a private school, a parochial or religious school, or is [he/she] home-schooled?
	
	total parents
	

	%
	88
	Public school

	
	3
	Private (non-religious) school

	
	6
	Parochial or religious school

	
	2
	Home-schooled

	
	1
	Charter school (VOL)

	
	1
	Don’t know/Refused


Q4
Do you think that in today’s world there is a greater need or less of a need than there was twenty years ago for a person to be able to write well in order to succeed?
	
	total parents
	

	%
	83
	Greater need

	
	5
	Less of a need

	
	9
	About the same (VOL)

	
	2
	Don’t know/Refused


Q4b
Thinking about all the writing that your teen does, do you think [he/she] is writing more than you did at the same age, writing less, or about the same as when you were the same age?
	
	total parents
	

	%
	48
	Writing more

	
	31
	Writing less

	
	20
	About the same

	
	2
	Don’t know/Refused


Q5
Thinking about all the writing your teen does on the internet…such as email, instant messaging and posting on social networking sites…do you think the writing your teen does on the Internet makes your teen be a better writer, a poorer writer or doesn’t it make a difference?

Based on parents who say their teens are internet users [N=584]
	
	total parents
	

	%
	27
	Better writer

	
	27
	Poorer writer

	
	40
	Makes no difference

	
	5
	Don’t know/Refused


Q6
When your child uses computers for writing, do you think using the computers makes [him/her] more likely or less likely to [INSERT ITEM. ROTATE] or don’t you think it makes a difference? (Next,) Do you think using computers for writing makes [him/her] more or less likely to [INSERT ITEM] or don’t you think it makes a difference?
	
	MORE LIKELY
	LESS LIKELY
	NO DIFFERENCE
	(VOL)

CHILD DOES NOT USE COMPUTER
	Don’t know/ Refused

	a. Be creative
	50
	10
	36
	2
	2

	b. Present ideas clearly
	54
	7
	34
	2
	3

	c. Have a short attention span
	22
	18
	53
	2
	5

	d. Take short cuts and not put effort into writing
	45
	14
	35
	2
	3

	e. Communicate well
	43
	18
	36
	2
	2

	f. Use poor spelling and grammar
	40
	28
	30
	2
	1

	g. Write too fast and be careless
	40
	13
	41
	2
	3

	h. Write better because they can revise and edit easily
	69
	11
	17
	2
	2


(READ) Just a few more questions for statistical purposes only…

MODEM
Does the computer you use at home connect to the Internet through a dial-up telephone line, or do you have some other type of connection, such as a DSL-enabled phone line, a cable TV modem, a wireless connection, or a T-1 or fiber optic connection? 
	
	total parents
	

	%
	22
	Dial-up telephone line

	
	66
	High-speed

	
	31
	      DSL-enabled phone line

	
	27
	      Cable modem

	
	7
	      Wireless connection (either land-based or satellite)

	
	1
	      T-1 or fiber optic connection

	
	0
	Other

	
	6
	No computer at home (VOL)

	
	4
	Computer at home not connected to internet (VOL)

	
	1
	Don’t know/Refused


[INTERVIEWER: IF PARENT ASKS WHO IS SPONSORING SURVEY, READ:

This survey is sponsored by non-profit research organizations, the Pew Internet and American Life Project and the National Commission on Writing.  [IF NEEDED: A report on this survey will be issued by the project in a few months and you will be able to find the results at its web site, which is www.pewinternet.org [w-w-w dot pew internet dot org].]
TEEN INTERVIEW:

WHEN CHILD IS ON THE PHONE, READ:  Hello, my name is ___________ and I am calling for Princeton Survey Research.  We are conducting a short survey about how people are using the Internet in America today.  Your opinions are very important to us.  Everything you say is completely confidential. Here’s my first question…

K1a
Do you use the internet, at least occasionally?
K1b
Do you send or receive email, at least occasionally?
	
	current
	
	Oct/Nov 2006
	OCT/Nov 2004


	%
	94
	Yes
	93
	87

	
	6
	No
	7
	13

	
	0
	Don’t know/Refused 
	0
	*


K2
Overall, how often do you use the internet – several times a day, about once a day, 3-5 days a week, 1-2 days a week, every few weeks, or less often? 
Based on teen internet users

	
	current
	
	Oct/Nov 2006
	OCT/Nov 2004

	Dec 2000

	%
	63
	Daily
	61
	51
	42

	
	35
	Several times a day
	34
	24
	n/a

	
	28
	About once a day
	27
	27
	n/a

	
	26
	Weekly
	28
	35
	45

	
	15
	3-5 days a week
	17
	21
	n/a

	
	11
	1-2 days a week
	11
	13
	n/a

	
	10
	Net less often
	10
	14
	13

	
	5
	Every few weeks
	5
	8
	n/a

	
	5
	Less often
	5
	6
	n/a

	
	1
	Don’t know/Refused 
	*
	*
	*

	
	[n=664]
	
	[n=886]
	[n=971]
	[n=754]


K3
Do you ever use the internet...[INSERT IN ORDER]?
Based on teen internet users

	
	
	yes
	No
	Don’t know/  refused

	a
	From home
	
	
	

	
	Current [n=664]
	89
	11
	0

	
	Oct/Nov 2006 [n=886]
	89
	11
	0

	
	Oct/Nov 2004
 [n=971]
	87
	13
	0

	
	Dec 2000 [n=754]
	90
	10
	*

	b
	From school
	
	
	

	
	Current
	77
	23
	*

	
	Oct/Nov 2006
	75
	25
	0

	
	Oct/Nov 2004
	78
	22
	0

	
	Dec 2000
	64
	36
	*

	c
	From someone else’s house, like a friend or relative’s house

	
	
	

	
	Current
	71
	29
	0

	
	Oct/Nov 2006
	70
	30
	0

	
	Oct/Nov 2004
	74
	26
	0

	
	Dec 2000
	64
	36
	*

	d
	From a library
	
	
	

	
	Current
	60
	40
	0

	
	Oct/Nov 2006
	50
	50
	0

	
	Oct/Nov 2004
	54
	46
	*

	
	Dec 2000
	36
	64
	*

	e
	From someplace else I haven’t mentioned
	
	
	

	
	Current
	7
	92
	1

	
	Oct/Nov 2006
	8
	92
	1

	
	Oct/Nov 2004
	4
	96
	*


K4
Where do you use the internet MOST often?
Based on teen internet users who use the internet from more than one place
	
	current
	
	Oct/Nov 2006
	OCT/Nov 2004

	Dec 2000

	%
	78
	Home 
	77
	76
	83

	
	15
	School
	18
	18
	11

	
	6
	Someplace else
	5
	7
	5

	
	*
	Don’t know/Refused 
	0
	*
	1

	
	[n=616]
	
	[n=808]
	[n=903]
	[n=659]


K5
As I read the following list of items, please tell me if you, personally, happen to have each one, or not.   Do you have…(INSERT IN ORDER)?
	
	
	yes
	no
	Don’t know/  refused

	a
	A cell phone
	
	
	

	
	Current Total teens [n=700]
	71
	29
	0

	
	Oct/Nov 2006 total teens [n=935]
	63
	37
	0

	
	Oct/Nov 2004 all teens [n=1,100]
	45
	55
	0

	b
	A desktop or laptop computer
	
	
	

	
	Current Total teens
	59
	41
	0

	c
	A blog or online journal
	
	
	

	
	Current Total teens
	27
	72
	1

	d
	A profile on a social networking website like Myspace or Facebook
	
	
	

	
	Current Total teens
	58
	42
	0

	e
	A website
	
	
	

	
	Current Total teens
	11
	88
	1


K6
Thinking about all the different ways you socialize or communicate with friends… About how often do you (INSERT; ROTATE) – everyday, several times a week, at least once a week, less than once a week, or never?
	
	
	Everyday
	Several times a week
	At least once a week
	Less than once a week
	Never
	Don’t know/  refused

	Items a-c based on Total teens

	a
	Spend time with friends IN PERSON, doing social activities outside of school
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Current Total teens [n=700]
	39
	34
	19
	5
	3
	*

	
	Oct/Nov 2006 total teens [n=935]
	31
	34
	24
	6
	3
	*

	b
	Talk to friends on a landline or home telephone
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Current Total teens
	35
	24
	19
	11
	11
	*

	
	Oct/Nov 2006 total teens
	39
	21
	19
	12
	8
	*

	c
	Send text messages to each other
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Current Total teens
	36
	7
	7
	5
	44
	*

	
	Oct/Nov 2006 total teens
	27
	9
	8
	7
	49
	*

	Item d based on teens who have a cell phone

	d
	Talk to friends on your cell phone
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Current teens [n=504]
	50
	22
	14
	9
	5
	*

	
	Oct/Nov 2006 teens [n=618]
	55
	18
	12
	9
	6
	0

	Items e-f based on teen internet users

	e
	Send instant messages to each other
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Current teens [n=664]
	31
	14
	14
	9
	31
	*

	
	Oct/Nov 2006 teens [n=886]
	30
	14
	16
	8
	31
	*

	f
	Send email to each other
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Current teens
	17
	16
	20
	21
	26
	*

	
	Oct/Nov 2006 teens
	15
	16
	21
	19
	29
	1

	Item g based on teens who use social networking sites

	g
	Send messages through social networking sites like MySpace or Facebook
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Current teens [n=434]
	40
	22
	18
	11
	7
	1

	
	Oct/Nov 2006 teens [n=493]
	41
	23
	18
	10
	8
	*


K7
We’d like to know the specific ways you communicate with your friends using social networking sites.  Do you ever… (INSERT; ROTATE)?
Based on teens who use social networking sites

	
	
	yes
	No
	(VOL)

Can't do this on my social network
	Don’t know/  refused

	a
	Post messages to a friend's page or wall
	
	
	
	

	
	Current teens [n=434]
	77
	23
	*
	*

	
	Oct/Nov 2006 teens [n=493]
	84
	16
	0
	*

	b
	Send a bulletin or group message to all of your friends
	
	
	
	

	
	Current teens
	54
	46
	0
	*

	
	Oct/Nov 2006 teens
	61
	39
	0
	*

	c
	Send private messages to a friend within the social networking system
	
	
	
	

	
	Current teens
	71
	28
	0
	1

	
	Oct/Nov 2006 teens
	82
	18
	*
	*

	d
	Send IMs or text messages to a friend through the social networking system
	
	
	
	

	
	Current teens
	54
	45
	0
	1

	e
	Post comments to a friend's blog
	
	
	
	

	
	Current teens
	66
	34
	0
	0

	
	Oct/Nov 2006 teens
	76
	24
	0
	0

	f
	Add comments to a friend’s picture
	
	
	
	

	
	Current teens
	83
	16
	0
	*


K8
On a different topic… how often do you participate in a school club, a sports program, another extracurricular activity or a volunteer or religious organization in your community?
	
	current
	

	%
	30
	Every day

	
	27
	Several times a week

	
	17
	At least once a week

	
	11
	Less than once a week

	
	14
	Never

	
	1
	Don’t know/Refused 


K9
Do you have a job after school or on weekends, or not?
	
	current
	
	Oct/nov 2006


	%
	24
	Yes
	21

	
	76
	No
	79

	
	0
	Don’t know/Refused 
	0


Now I have some questions about writing. We are using the term "writing" to mean composing sentences, paragraphs and longer pieces. We are NOT referring to penmanship or how one shapes letters.
K10
Please tell us if, in the past year, you have [INSERT ITEM in order].  (Next,) In the past year, have you [INSERT]?  [IF YES:  Did you do this as part of your school work or did you do this not for school… just for yourself or just for fun?]
	
	
	yes,

school
	yes, non-school
	(VOL)

yes, both
	no
	Don’t know/ refused

	a
	Done short writing, ranging from a paragraph to one page
	66
	5
	26
	2
	*

	b
	Written in a journal
	31
	21
	13
	35
	*

	c
	Written essays
	87
	2
	6
	5
	*

	d
	Taken notes in class
	98
	0
	0
	2
	*

	e
	Written up a science lab
	71
	0
	0
	27
	1

	f
	Created audio, video, PowerPoint or multimedia presentations
	57
	4
	12
	27
	*

	g
	Done creative writing, such as poetry, plays, fiction or short stories
	56
	7
	18
	19
	*

	h
	Written music or lyrics
	5
	21
	4
	71
	0

	i
	Written computer programs
	8
	4
	2
	85
	1

	j
	Written letters and notes to other people
	14
	40
	24
	21
	*


K10a-j
Teen reports doing writing for school.

	
	current
	

	%
	100
	Yes, does writing for school

	
	*
	No, does not do writing for school


K11
Now thinking about your school work…what you do in class and your homework… would you say your school work involves writing something – even as little as one paragraph – just about every day, several times a week, several times a month, less often or never?
	
	current
	

	%
	50
	Just about every day

	
	35
	Several times a week

	
	7
	Several times a month

	
	7
	Less often

	
	1
	Never

	
	0
	Don’t know/Refused 


K11b
You say your school work never involves writing. Do you mean you have not done any writing of any kind for your school work RECENTLY or that you have never done any writing of any kind for your school work EVER?
Based on teens who do not write for school [N=8].  There are too few cases to report.
READ TO TEENS WHO HAVE DONE NO SCHOOL WRITING RECENTLY: In the next few questions, when we talk about writing for school, please think of those times you have written something in school or for school work.
K12
When you write for school, what kinds of writing do you do most often – short writing assignments ranging from one paragraph to one page; longer writing up to 5 pages; or major writing of more than 5 pages?
Based on teens who ever do any writing for school [N=697]

	
	current
	

	%
	82
	A paragraph to a page

	
	13
	2-5 pages

	
	4
	More than 5 pages

	
	1
	Something else (VOL)

	
	*
	I don’t write for school (VOL)

	
	*
	Don’t know/Refused 


K13
Now thinking just about your classes in school OTHER THAN ENGLISH, what kind of writing do you do MOST OFTEN? For those classes other than English, do you MOST OFTEN write short assignments of a page or less; longer writing up to 5 pages; or major writing of more than 5 pages …or do you do no writing for these classes?
Based on teens who ever do any writing for school [N=697]

	
	current
	

	%
	78
	Short writing assignments

	
	12
	Longer writing up to 5 pages

	
	3
	Major writing of more than 5 pages

	
	7
	No writing for these classes

	
	1
	Some other kind of writing (VOL)

	
	*
	Don’t know/Refused 


K14
Thinking about all your classes, how often do you use the internet for research for writing that you have to do for school… once a week or more often, several times a month, less often or never?
Based on teens who ever do any writing for school [N=697]

	
	current
	

	%
	48
	Once a week or more

	
	26
	Several times a month

	
	20
	Less often

	
	6
	Never

	
	*
	Don’t know/Refused 


K15
Thinking about when you are writing for school, do you usually write things out by hand or do you write using a computer?
Based on teens who ever do any writing for school [N=697]

	
	current
	

	%
	65
	Usually write by hand

	
	16
	Use a computer

	
	4
	It depends (VOL)

	
	14
	Both/Half and half (VOL)

	
	1
	Don’t know/Refused 


K15b
Well, do you ever use a computer when you are writing for school? 
Based on teens who usually write out things by hand for school work [N=440]

	
	current
	

	%
	86
	Yes

	
	14
	No

	
	0
	Don’t know/Refused 


K15
Thinking about when you are writing for school, do you usually write things out by hand or do you write using a computer?

K15b
Well, do you ever use a computer when you are writing for school? 
Based on teens who ever do any writing for school [N=697]

	
	current
	

	%
	9
	Write only by hand

	
	16
	Write only using computer

	
	74
	Write both by hand and with computer

	
	1
	Don’t know/Refused


K16
How much do you enjoy the writing you do for school…would you say you enjoy the writing a great deal, some, not much or not at all?
Based on teens who ever do any writing for school [N=697]

	
	current
	

	%
	17
	A great deal

	
	50
	Some

	
	22
	Not much

	
	10
	Not at all

	
	0
	Don’t do any writing at school (VOL)

	
	1
	Don’t know/Refused 


K17
Thinking about the classes in school where you do the most writing, would you say you get mostly As in those classes…or mostly As and Bs…or mostly Bs…or mostly Bs and Cs…or mostly Cs?
Based on teens who ever do any writing for school [N=697]

	
	current
	

	%
	22
	Mostly A’s

	
	44
	Mostly A’s and B’s

	
	13
	Mostly B’s

	
	15
	Mostly B’s and C’s

	
	3
	Mostly C’s

	
	1
	Worse than mostly C’s (VOL)

	
	1
	Don’t know/Refused 


K18
If your teachers had you spend more time writing in class, do you think this would help improve your writing skills? [IF YES: Do you think this would help improve your writing skills a great deal, somewhat or only a little?]
Based on teens who ever do any writing for school [N=697]

	
	current
	

	%
	82
	Yes, would help improve

	
	31
	A great deal

	
	42
	Somewhat

	
	9
	Only a little

	
	17
	No, would not improve

	
	1
	Don’t know/Refused 


K19
If your teachers were able to use more computer-based tools to teach writing… such as games, writing help programs and websites, or multimedia… do you think this would help improve your writing skills? [IF YES: Do you think this would help improve your writing skills a great deal, somewhat or only a little?]
Based on teens who ever do any writing for school [N=697]

	
	current
	

	%
	78
	Yes, would help improve

	
	28
	A great deal

	
	41
	Somewhat

	
	9
	Only a little

	
	21
	No, would not improve

	
	1
	Don’t know/Refused 


READ TO ALL TEENS: Now I’d like to ask you about writing you do that is NOT for school…that is, just for yourself…just for fun…or just for your friends or family.
K20
How often would you say you get the chance to write something that is not for school – even as little as a single paragraph – just about every day, several times a week, several times a month, less often or never?
	
	current
	

	%
	13
	Just about every day

	
	23
	Several times a week

	
	24
	Several times a month

	
	30
	Less often

	
	9
	Never

	
	1
	Don’t know/Refused 


K20b
Earlier you said you did some writing not for school that was [short writing (or) a journal (or) essays (or) multimedia (or) creative writing (or) music (or) computer programs (or) letters to others]. In the last year, how often have you had the chance to write something like this… just about every day, several times a week, several times a month, less often or never? 
Based on teens who initially said they do some non-school writing but later said they do no non-school writing [N=33]

	
	current
	

	%
	8
	Just about every day

	
	16
	Several times a week

	
	9
	Several times a month

	
	47
	Less often

	
	15
	Never

	
	6
	Don’t know/Refused 


K20
How often would you say you get the chance to write something that is not for school – even as little as a single paragraph – just about every day, several times a week, several times a month, less often or never?

K20b
Earlier you said you did some writing not for school that was [short writing (or) a journal (or) essays (or) multimedia (or) creative writing (or) music (or) computer programs (or) letters to others]. In the last year, how often have you had the chance to write something like this… just about every day, several times a week, several times a month, less often or never? 

	
	current
	

	%
	14
	Just about every day

	
	24
	Several times a week

	
	24
	Several times a month

	
	32
	Less often

	
	7
	Never/Don’t know/Refused/Only write for school


K10a-j/K20/K20b
Teen reports doing personal writing, not for school.

	
	current
	

	%
	93
	Yes, does personal writing

	
	7
	No, does not do personal writing


K21
Thinking about when you are writing for yourself and NOT for school, do you usually write things out by hand or do you write using a computer?
Based on teens who ever do any non-school writing [N=657]

	
	current
	

	%
	72
	Usually write longhand

	
	18
	Use a computer

	
	2
	It depends (VOL)

	
	8
	Both/Half and half (VOL)

	
	*
	Don’t know/Refused 


K21b
Well, do you ever use a computer when you are writing just for yourself? 
Based on teens who usually write out things by hand for non-school writing [N=473]

	
	current
	

	%
	55
	Yes

	
	45
	No

	
	*
	Don’t know/Refused 


K21
Thinking about when you are writing for yourself and NOT for school, do you usually write things out by hand or do you write using a computer?

K21b
Well, do you ever use a computer when you are writing just for yourself? 
Based on teens who ever do any non-school writing [N=657]
	
	current
	

	%
	32
	Write only by hand

	
	18
	Write only using computer

	
	49
	Write both by hand and with computer

	
	*
	Don’t know/Refused


K22
What about the writing you do just for yourself, and not for school. How much do you enjoy the writing you do just for yourself… would you say you enjoy the writing a great deal, some, not much or not at all?
Based on teens who ever do any non-school writing [N=657]

	
	current
	

	%
	49
	A great deal

	
	41
	Some

	
	8
	Not much

	
	2
	Not at all

	
	*
	Do NOT write for myself (VOL)

	
	0
	Don’t know/Refused 


K23
Do you think that because you can use a computer to do the writing that is NOT for school, you do MORE such writing than you would if you just wrote by hand, less such writing or don’t you think being able to write on a computer makes a difference?
Based on teens who use a computer for non-school writing [N=438]

	
	current
	

	%
	41
	Write more because of computer

	
	12
	Write less

	
	43
	Doesn’t make any difference

	
	3
	Don’t know/Refused 


K24
Do you think that because you can use a computer to do writing NOT for school, your writing not for school is BETTER than it would be if you wrote only by hand, is it worse or don’t you think it makes any difference?
Based on teens who use a computer for non-school writing [N=438]

	
	current
	

	%
	29
	Write better because of computer

	
	6
	Write worse

	
	63
	Doesn’t make any difference

	
	1
	Don’t know/Refused 


K25
When you use a computer to write, whether for school or not for school, do you edit and revise MORE because you use a computer… or do you edit and revise LESS… or does using a computer not make any difference?
Based on teens who use a computer for school or non-school writing [N=651]

	
	current
	

	%
	57
	Edit and revise more

	
	15
	Edit and revise less

	
	28
	Doesn’t make any difference

	
	1
	Don’t know/Refused 


K26
When you are writing for school, do you ever find yourself using [INSERT ITEM IN ORDER]?
Based on teens who ever do any writing for school [N=697]

	
	
	yes,

do use them
	No, do not use them
	(VOL)

depends
	Don’t know/ refused

	a
	Text shortcuts from IM or email, such as L-O-L
	38
	61
	1
	1

	b
	Emoticons (IF NECESSARY: symbols such as a smiling face or sad face)
	25
	74
	1
	*

	c
	Informal writing styles instead of proper capitalization and punctuation
	50
	49
	*
	1


K27
In the past year, do you think your writing skills have improved, have your writing skills gotten worse or has there been little or no change in your writing skills?
	
	current
	

	%
	77
	Skills improved

	
	2
	Skills gotten worse

	
	22
	Little or no change

	
	*
	Don’t know/Refused 


K28
Thinking about the changes in your writing skills in the past year, do you think [INSERT ITEM IN ORDER] has been a MAJOR factor in the changes in your writing skills, a MINOR factor or NOT a factor at all in the changes in your writing skills? Next, what about [INSERT ITEM]? [IF NECESSARY: Do you think this has been a major factor, a minor factor or not a factor at all in the changes in your writing skills?]
Based on teens whose writing skills have improved or gotten worse in the past year [N=554]

	
	
	Major factor
	Minor factor
	not a factor
	(vol) 

do not write
	Don’t know/ refused

	a
	The writing instruction you have gotten at school
	53
	38
	7
	0
	2

	b
	The writing you have done for yourself and others – not the writing you had to do for school
	25
	51
	22
	1
	1

	c
	The technology you have used for writing – the computer and other tools
	39
	42
	17
	0
	2


K29
Earlier you mentioned you send text messages, email, I-Ms or send messages or post on social networking sites. When you do this, do you think of that as writing?
Based on teens who send text messages, emails, or IM's, or send messages through or post on social networking sites [N=617]
	
	current
	

	%
	38
	Yes

	
	60
	No

	
	2
	Don’t know/Refused 


K30
Do you think that sending text messages, email, I-Ms or posting on social networking sites has helped you improve your skills for [INSERT ITEM IN ORDER], has it harmed your writing skills or don’t you think it has made any difference? 
Based on teens who send text messages, emails, or IM's, or send messages through or post on social networking sites [N=617]
	
	
	HELPED IMPROVE
	HARMED WRITING
	MAKES NO DIFFERENCE
	Don’t know/ refused

	a
	The writing you do for school
	15
	11
	73
	1

	b
	The writing you do NOT for school
	17
	6
	77
	*


K31
How important do you think writing is to success in life…essential, important but not essential, somewhat important, or not important at all?
	
	current
	

	%
	56
	Essential

	
	30
	Important, but not essential

	
	12
	Somewhat important

	
	2
	Not at all important

	
	*
	Don’t know/Refused 


K32
When students use computers for writing, do you think using the computers for writing makes them more or less likely to [INSERT ITEM. ROTATE] or don’t you think it makes a difference? (Next,) Do you think using computers for writing makes them more or less likely to [INSERT ITEM] or don’t you think it makes a difference?
	
	
	mORE LIKELY
	lESS LIKELY
	mAKES NO DIFFERENCE
	Don’t know/ refused

	a
	Be creative
	44
	12
	43
	1

	b
	Present ideas clearly
	44
	9
	45
	2

	c
	Have a short attention span
	28
	12
	57
	3

	d
	Take short cuts and not put effort into writing
	49
	13
	37
	1

	e
	Communicate well
	36
	12
	51
	1

	f
	Use poor spelling and grammar
	42
	19
	38
	1

	g
	Write too fast and be careless
	41
	16
	43
	1

	h
	Write better because they can revise and edit easily
	59
	10
	30
	1


Thank you for your time. That is all of my questions.

[IF TEEN IS INTERESTED, READ: This survey is sponsored by non-profit research organizations, the Pew Internet and American Life Project and the National Commission on Writing.  A report on this survey will be issued in a few months and you will be able to find the results at its web site, which is www.pewinternet.org [w-w-w dot pew internet dot org].

Endnotes
� Trend question prior to 2006 was “Do you ever go online to access the Internet or World Wide Web or to send and receive email?”


� Trend question prior to 2006 was “Do you ever go online to access the Internet or World Wide Web or to send and receive email?”


� Trend question prior to 2006 was “Overall, how often do you go online?”


� Trend question prior to 2006 was “Do you ever go online…”


� In Dec 2000, this item read “at a friend’s house.”


� Trend question prior to 2006 was “Where do you go online most often?”


� Oct/Nov 2006 trend wording as follows: “Do you have a part-time job, or not?”





� Oct/Nov 2006 trends based on the Pew Internet & American Life Project’s “Parents and Teens 2006 Survey,” conducted October 23-November 19, 2006 [n=935 parents of 12-17 year-olds, n=886 internet teens and 49 offline teens].


� Oct/Nov 2004 trends based on the Pew Internet & American Life Project’s “Parents and Teens 2004 Survey,” conducted October 26-November 28, 2004 [n=1,100 parents of 12-17 year-olds, n=971 online 12-17 year-olds and 129 12-17 year-olds who do not use the internet].


� Dec 2000 trends based on the Pew Internet & American Life Project’s “Parents, Kids and the Internet Survey,” conducted November 22-December 15, 2000 [n=754 parents of online 12-17 year-olds and 754 12-17 year-olds who go online].





Princeton Survey Research Associates International

Princeton Survey Research Associates International


